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From each of the dramatic scenes of Shakspeare that inspired Retzsch with the subjects 
of his graphic illustrations , we have considered it would be highly useful to give ex- 
tracts , for the purpose of explaining the artist's idea. 

The publication of Hamlet will be followed by that of Macbeth , King Lear ^' Othello, Romeo 
and Juliet ^ and other works of the english jEschylus. Each series will contain therillus- 
trations of one of Shakspeare's plays , and may be had separately. 

Betzsch, a german draughtsman, published some years since a collection of a6 draw- 
ings, representing the principal scenes in Goethe's drama of Faust. 

These drawings, where spirit is blended with grace and expression , established his re- 
putation throughout Europe; they have been copied in France and in England. From 
this artist, who engraved his own designs, we possess also a collection in which he^has 
put in action Schiller's ballad of the Dragoit, and another on Fridoliit, which are 
nearly ready for publication. 
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Series I. 



Pl. I. 



THE APOTHEOSIS OF SHAKSPEARE. 



Were a monument to be raised to the most cele- 
brated of English poets, like that which antiquity has 
already erected to Homer in Scio and Smyrna , the 
inspired pencil of Retzsch should indicate the plan, 
and the apotheosis which precedes his allegorical 
"wovW should figure as its pediment. 

The eagle with extended wings , the two divi- 
nities which accompany it and may be said to 
personify the Thames and the Avon, rivers of Eng- 
land , similar to the Meander and lUssus ; the con- 
templative attitude of the poet and the genii near 
faim , call to mind that beautiful composition which 
ornaments a precious curiosity, in the cabinet of 
antiquities, belonging to the king of Naples , and 
formerly perhaps among the bas-reliefs of a cele- 
brated temple. 

The eagle, with which the german artist has de- 
signed the symbol of the apotheosis, supports the 
throne and the feet of the poet ; its eyes are turn- 
ed towards him with affection , and express how 
light the burtlien is that it supports , how much it 



rejoices in bearing him above the clouds , and in 
transporting him towards those regions of glory, 
where in a circle already are assembled, half visible, 
those subbme bards Homer, AEschylus, Ossian, etc. 
The book open on the knees of the poet contains 
the celestial fruits of his sacred inspiration. Two 
noble and benignant muses, in the air and on either 
side of him, sustain above his head the crown of im- 
mortality; one of them surrounded with floating 
draperies, represents the melancholy Melpomene. 
The tragic mask that covers half her forehead, ren- 
ders the expression of her downcast eyes more, 
grave and solemn ; she bears the sword with wliich 
in Hamlet she plays so terrible a part. The other , 
light and gay, has thrown back her comic mask ; 
the pastoral «crook announces the laughing Thalia , 
and characterises her rustic origin. In fine, tlie 
two genii , emblematic perhaps of fame, in beiog 
attached to the supporters of his throne, complete 
the symbolic group. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



It -vraald Jja^e been a glorions TfititnpK Tnr then Hist 
if the 17 dciigtis rnmposiog tJii'* mlledjOd cu»lt\ 
ha vt* been givt'^n wirhowt explanartnns, fiod if in 
i*a«li of Ihfiin the feding^wliirli is ciLtotidccI Tbrqiif^h 
the whole of tht siihject ,ri)iilJ have been readily 
tUscotereii 3. but tfiis difficulty is too grt^at^ntirely !o 
overcome. However tlie iffiicd phUi^ nuiEt pcrl^aps 
te coQSideTpd as an expressive and iiigcdioiis iatrij- 
duftinn Ui the forlb-roming , siree the fratricide 
and tbc jTifl finer in -wbieh the mnrtler "w-as perpe- 
trated form its subjcrl. 

It is worthy of rem art lljat when Relisch eon- 
i+pircd tiic tirit on Mine of ibis sktUcb^ be hjid not 
seen the pieturesrpie work timt Thurston h^d CMiu- 
M?cratedto the genius of -Shakipeare, and whii'h had 
been engraved on wood by the ifirromplishcd 
ThompMjn; and yet tlie two artistsi "vvcrc iu spired 
hy the same snbject , but with this difference , that 
Thurston has given it in n mjmo*>r purely symboli- 
cal, and Rettsch lO: his illn^'trattQii has put all the 
allegory into the aeees5ori<?s. 

The secret mnrdcr appears bt-fore our eyes as 
ibe ghost relates it to Qiimlet. Oaudtuj, periidionsly 



> Jilt m 
rJinlT'l 



profiting of bis brolher'ii sleep, pou^^ ij^. ■ 
the poisonous jnleeof hen-baoe^ wbioh, at-r W anl 
the received belief in those times of iirn^^ ^.. 
mortal, and he places at the aanie thnc his dariaj 
hand upon the royal oruwu/Fhe seene is n^>f takiui 
fdrtf^ in an orchard, according to the ptn^t bu 
ijodi?r the portico of a gothic l*nildii}^/ |j^^^ti„f 
the opening of whieh the trees of thy jjarden inaybi 
pr>rceived. This slight variation from the tejtt lirti 
allow ud the arti^it to surroiiitd his group i^ jth f™.] 
h lama tic ohjects which lieif*h(en the gen era J effetit 
Vor instanre, the form and decoration of the Apjit 
on whic^h the monarch overeome by sleep lia- o]-] 
ced his erown , is not without a iiieaniDg : |t, «;„^ J 
il the feet of jk Jion for it* support and tlje 1,^J j 
an flngel as iin or n a men t, the artist h^^ j ^ 
the idea of r^pre&entiug, strength and tiiilchit^sr 
Tirtuf s upon which the puwcr and the inii;lti f 
all kiug^lotns are sustained. The entranr^ ,^f fLj,, 
{*othir arrh presents ns with a sin^lar ohfpct r 
h the faee of a a old man , whoj^e beard and 1 1 
hairs fall negligently upon bis breast. The ssunk"^ 
eyes of his austere face arc fixed npoq y^^ ^ 
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which the murderer is committing, implying, accor- 
ding to the idea of the artist , that walls , as the an- 
cient proverb says, have eyes as well as ears, and , 
therefore, that the most secret crime can never 
ultimately escape punishment. The imposing statue 
of the inflexible Nemesis, placed in a niche behind, 
confirms the truth of this idea , whilst her attribu- 
tes — the sword lifted over the murderer, the 



pair of scales which weigh the actions of the dead , 
and the penetrating eye of justice which adorns the 
bosom of the goddess are conclusive; (he serpent 
that she treads under her feet» calls to mind the 
vKords of the ghost : 

« The serpent that did sting thy father*s life; 

« Now wears his crown. >» 
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HABCxjn. 



DRAMATIS PERSOJHAE. 



Claudlus^ King of Denmark ^ 

Hamlet, Son to thejormer^ and N^jihew i 

seat King. 
PoLOifius, Lord Chamberlain ^ 
MoftATEOir Friend to Hamlet, 
Lakktes^ Son to Fahnius. 

VoLTIMAMDj ] 

Gi;iIiI>EN5T£Elf, / 

OsRif;, a Courtier, 
An a til cr Courtier. 
A Priest. 

MAROEl'tUa 
BERIfAADO 



* ike pre- 






FRAHctsco, a soldier. 

B-EYSkhjio, Servant to Polonius^ 

A Captain, 

Ku Amliafi^gdor, 

Ghost of Hamlet'i Fnther. 

FcntTiMftAAS , Prince of^orwaj^. 

^''"^T/rnJ"^'* o//?— M, .w Mother . 

OpnEUA, Daughter of P&hnius. 

Lar4.,L.die., Officer., Saldim, Pl.vcr.,, Gr.« 

digger., Sailars, Messenger., ^ud otb^r Al 

teadaats. 

Scene, Eltinore, 
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MIU I- 






^„x.t.c..I-oV-*„„,ea ground. 

rt waves you »» * r^. 

But do not go ^th ^^ no 'ueau.altoUowit. 

H"-^''"- It win not n>e»^' **" ' 

Sr«o.Bo-ot.»,-t.t..ouU^*'^-" 
HaMI'^t. ,. ^_ ^* a Tiin 9 fee, ^ ^ 



, -r xon into madnew . y^tion, 

i^f tTP ^-" *°?;t: et^ ^'""• 

HM*^*T*/^nf»w thee. «ivlord. 



=*Sy lord. ^, , ^„„„i. of the cliff, I i W, "'»» " (B*.un. C*"" ««• « 

5rt"^edreadfuWJ^ into the .ea? \ 

5hat beetle, "^e "ome <.tb« ^^o'^^^! . 
l„d there »"'J^ri°rTO«t .o'"''''^"*? 
/I'bicl. aaebt dev""- ' 



form, 
of reason. 



l"ligiti7P<H 



hy( Google 



S£n.i£9 I- 



ACT I* 3C£IJ£ 5. 



GftOST {henealh) . S wear . 

HATttLET- Ha^ III, boy I say'st thou so? art thou 
tlii^re, tme-peniij? 
Come oii,^you bear tlds fellow in the i^ellajage^-^ 
ConaeDt t€j swear. 

Horatio. l*roposctheoatlj,mylrir(I, 

Hamlet, Never to speak of tliii that you bave see a. 
Swear by my sword. 

Gbost (beaeaift). Swear. 

Hami^Th iJic ei ultiqui ? tben wc'U sbift oar 
ground: — * 
Come hilber, geatlemen, 
Aod lay yotir haadFi a gala upon my swflrJ : 
.Swear by iny sword , 
Never to speak of tbb tkat yon bate heard. 

Ghost {beneath). Swear by Van sword. 

Ha^it,et. Well iiaidj old mole \ ean\t work i'tlie 
earth &o fast? 
A worthy iiioneerl — Once more reinnve, good 
friend Sr 
Horatio. Oh day and night, but this ia wondrous 

strange ! 
Hamlet. And tlierefore a» a stranger give it wel- 
ronie- 
There are more thiogs m heaTcii and carthf Horatio, 



Than arc dreamt of in your pt*i||^ 
But come ;— ^^^^hf^ 

Here, as before, never, so hel^ ^ 

How strange or odd so e'er I l!>c*£, J*^*^ ^'"f^/* 
As 1, pErdianee, hereafter slia J ^ ^i^*y^"^f 
To put an autick disposition rjjj ^^tikmeet 
That you, at such times aeejnfv ^ -^ 

With arm 3 encomher'd thus, or ^f' t^everi^ 
Or by prooouneing of some douJ.*J' ^^^'^ 

wfi v^'outii; —or. Ifwa Ust to sn^'r. " eotdJ,4f^ 

au i/ihej mi^ht ; ^ "^ ' ^ ^^f Th^ * 

Or such ambiguoos giving out, h» u^. 

7 bat you know aiighl of me : .^, 'ri- ^ 

So gra™ .»d raer*}' »t your Bo^i 0*7. ^?° "f 

With all my love I do commend me to ^ 

Aod what jjo poor a man as Hamlet \^ 

Mav tli>» to eJtp'"^'*'^ ^^^^ iovc aod fricnfiLr. 

God willing, shall not laek. Let m go io^. ^T 

And slill your fingers ou your hps, i nj;, ^ ^^**"*'"* 

The time k out nf joint;— O earsed sTiitnr 

That ererl was boru to ise tit right! 

Nay, eome, let'a go togetiiftr. 
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SlRlM 1. 



PL. 5. 



ACT III. SCEKE I. 



Poi^NiTjs. Ophelia, walk yon here: — Gracious, so 
please you. 
We will bestow ourselves ; — Read on this book; 
Th»* u ^ {To Ophelia.) 

A nat show of such an exercise may colour 
rour loneliness. — We are oft to blame in this,— 
Tis too much proVd, that, with devotion^s visage, 
And pious action, we do sugar o'er 
The devil himself. 

KiiTG. O, 'tis too true ! how smart 

A lash that speech doth give my conscience ! 
The harlot's cheek, beautied with plast'ring art. 
Is not more ugly to the thing that helps it, 
Than is my deed to my most painted word : 
O heavy burden! 

(^side.) 

P01.OWHJS. I hear him coming; let's withdraw, my 
lord. 

{Exeunt King and Polonius.) 

Enter Hamlet. 
Hami^et. To be, or not to be^ that is the question: — 
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
The stings and arrows of outrageous fortune ; 



Or to take arms against a sea of troubles. 

And, by opposing, end them ?— To die,— to sleep, 

No more ; — and, by a sleep, to say we end 

The heart-ach, and the thousand natural shocks 

That flesh is heir to, — 'tis a consummation 

Devoutly to be wish'd. To die ; — to sleep ; 

To sleep ! perchance to dream;— ay, there's the rub; 

For in that sleep of death what dreams may come. 

When we have shuffled off this mortal coil. 

Must give us pause: There's the respect. 

That makes calamity of so long life : 

For who' would bear the whips and scorns of time. 

The oppressor's wrong, the proud man's contumely. 

The pangs of despis'd love, the law's delay. 

The insolence of office, and the spurns 

That patient merit of the unworthy takes. 

When he himself might his quietus make 

With a bare bodkin ? who would fardels bear. 

To grunt and sweat under a weary hfe ; 

But that the dread of something after death. 

The undiscover'd country, from whose bourn 

No traveller returns, — puzzles the will; 

And makes us rather bear those ills we have. 

Than fly to others that we know not of? 
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Series I. 



Pi. 



ACT III. SCENE 2. 



King. "What do you call the play? 

HAMT.ET. The mouse-trap. Marry, how? Tropi- 
cally. This play is the image of a murder, done in 
Yicnna : Gonzago is the duke's name; his wife Bap- 
tista : you shall see anon; *tis a knavish piece of 
work : But what of that? your majesty, and we that 
have fifee souls, it touches ut not : Let the galled 
jade wince, our withers are unwrung.— 

Enter Lucianus. 
This is one Lucianus, nephew to the king. 

Ophelia. You are as good as a chorus, my lord. 

Hamlet. I could interpret between you and your 
love, if I could see the puppets dallying. 

Ophelia. You arekeen, my lord, you are keen. 

Hamlet. It would cost you a groaning, to take 
off my edge. 

Ophelia. Still better, and worse. 

Hamlet. So ^ou mistake your husbands. Begin 

murderer;- leave thy damnable faces, and begin' 
Come ; — ® ' 

— The croaking raven 
oth bellow for revenge. 



liUciANiJs. Thoaghta black, hands apt, drags 
and time agreeing; 
Confederate season, else no creature seeing; 
Thou mixture rank, of midnight weeds collected, 
With Hecate's ban thrice blasted, thrice infected, 
Thy natural magic and dire property. 
On wholesome life usurp immediately. 

{flours thepoUon into the Sleepei^s Mrs.) 

Hamlet. He poisons him i*the garden for Ai 
estate. 
His name's Gonzago; the story is extant, and writ 
ten in very choice Italian : You shall see anon, boi 
the murderer gets the love of Gonzago's wife. 

Ophelia, the king rises. 

Hamlet. What! frighted with false fire! 

QfJEEw. How fares my lord? 

PoLorf lus. Give o'er th^ play. 

King. Give me some light : .^ away! 

PoLONius. Lights, lights, lights ! 

{Extwit <M buM Hamlet and Horatio.) 
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ACT tit. Sf^Rlf^ 3, 



Pt-S. 



Eater Hatui:.et. 
Hami.ft. Wow miglit 1 do it, pat, now he ii 

And now 111 do't; — and so tie goes to henreu : 

And &o sm I revcng'd? TLat would he jjcano'd : 

A yillnm kills uiy fitrljer; ^iid^ for tLiat, 

T, bis atAt ^{iOt do this same vilUia seud 

To he^Teo, 

Wlifi ihh ifi hire atid salary, no revenge. 

He took my father {jrossly^ full of hre^d ; 

With all his crimes iiro;id blo-vi'ii, aij flush as Mav ; 

Aoiljhovr hisaodit «t[ind&, who knows, save heav^u ? 

Bui, in our t^iicuiosr^inc^ and course of lliought, 



Ti* licaTj with him* And am I tt>en rfreog'd. 
To take lilno jo the purging of his soul, 
When he is ft and seasoned for lii.^ pa&sagf ? 
No. ' 

fJp, xTPord_; and Jm-ow ihou a mare kornd Atmi! 
When he is drunk, o^leep, or in his fage; 
Or JO the ince^tuou-i pleasures of his bed j 
A t gamicigj swearing ; or ahou t iome act 
That has no rcrlish of galvatioa iu't : t 

Then trip him, that Jib heels mar kir:k Htfaea^i^l^' 
And ihat his ^qmI may he as d^imn'd, andHad^ 
As hell, whereto it goes. My mother stay^: 
This phjsic hut prolongs thy siekly days* 
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